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In John’s account of Easter morn-

ing, the risen Christ is first mistak-

en for a gardener.  A wise error: 

given how much of His ministry in-

volved agrarian metaphors. 

Most churches want to see growth within 

their congregation and throughout the world. 

That wanting all too often leaves leaders 

wanting!  Trying the coolest tips and tricks 

yields anecdotal harvests, but generations of 

ministry leaders have become frustrated that 

none of the tips and tricks work  as adver-

tised in their unique settings. 

The pattern is so common: Go to con-

ference. Come home. Advocate for 

change. Fail. Bang head against wall. 

Repeat.  

What if we learned that we already possessed 

most of the tools that we needed?  What if 

we could engage teams of leaders to engage 

the mindset of fruit-bearing ministry and then 

plan and engage the tasks? 

This special seminar builds on basic 

Biblical truths for growing churches and 

moves participants to be prepared for 

leading growth by responding to the 

fruit-bearing imperative. 

The Rev. Dr. Brad Miller 

Is a pastor, author, and church 

consultant with global experience 

empowering congregations in North 

America, Africa, Asia, and Europe.  

He is the author of The Church Health 

and Growth Primer, The Servant Leader 

Small Catechism, and What Kind of 

Tractor is Your Church?  He uses 

humor, story, and technology to 

deliver useful and transformative 

insights to congregational leaders. 

 

Growing Churches 

Seminar & Mission Fair   
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Middle Eastern Dinner 

Mission Fair 
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Fruit-bearing Imperative 

Too Much Bull 

New Ministry Models: 

 Sodbusting;  

 Rooftop Gardening;  

 Hydroponics 

Maintaining Purpose & Sanity: 

 Cicadas and Fruit Flies;  

 Herbs and Oaks 
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The Schedule @ Zion 
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Tuesday, April 12 

 Start End 

Vendor set-up 3:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m. 

Registration 3:00 p.m. 5:15 p.m. 

Session 1 4:00 p.m. 5:15 p.m. 

Dinner 5:30 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 

Visit Vendors 5:30 p.m. 8:30 p.m. 

ISIS Update 7:15 p.m. 8:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 13 

 Start End 

Registration 8:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. 

Visit Vendors 8:15 a.m. 3:30 p.m. 

Session II 9:00 a.m. 10:15 a.m. 

Break 10:15 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Session III 10:30 a.m. 11:45 a.m. 

 Lunch Break 11:45 a.m. 1:00 p.m. 

Session IV 1:00 p.m. 2:00 p.m. 

Break 2:00 p.m. 2:15 p.m. 

Session V 2:15 p.m. 3:30 p.m. 

Adjourn 3:30 p.m.  

 
Contact Name _________________________________________ 
 
Church Name _________________________________________ 
 
Church Address _______________________________________ 
 
E-mail: ______________________________________________ 
 
Number attending WHOLE EVENT:_______________________ 
 
Number attending EVENING ONLY:______________________ 
 
Check enclosed for $ _________ or, will pay at event  

Register online at www.churchtechi.org OR mail the following to Zion: 
  Regular 

Each 

2+ per 

church 

Each 

Student/ 

Retiree 

Each 

Whole 

Event 

$45 $35 $15 

Evening  

Only 

$15 $10 $10 

All Fees reflect early registration discount. 

All Fees increase $5, 72 hours before event start. 

Zion Lutheran Church address: 4300 Beaver Ave, Des Moines, IA 50310  


